























The Cree Nation encourages the development and promotion of a collaborative, flexible and transparent
approach in the conduct of negotiations and development of projects that will adapt to the needs and
expectations of each participant. Such approaches must foster a mutual understanding between the Cree
parties and the mining proponent in order to allow communication and transparency to one and other. The
Cree Nation Government will adapt its own approach to the needs of the Cree First Nation and respect the
vital role of the communities in shared decision-making processes under this Policy. The collaboration and
ultimately the consent of the Cree Nation is a determining factor in whether a mining project is acceptable.

The mining proponent, the Cree Nation Government and the affected Cree First Nation will ensure that
all concerned Cree parties be involved as appropriate, at the earliest possible time in every proposed
mining activity or mining project to ensure that Cree rights, interests and benefits are properly protected
and promoted. Transparency and communication between each stakeholder is crucial to understand and
address the concerns and expectations of each one.



3. FRAMEWORK

3.1.1 Land Regime - Section 5

The JBNQA sets out an environmental and social protection regime for the territorial regions of James Bay
and Nunavik. It has a supra-legislative status and in the event of a conflict, the JBNQA is to be paramount
over other federal and provincial laws of general application.

The JBNQA sets different rights and obligations for the parties on three different categories of land:

Category I: Lands reserved exclusively for the use of Cree beneficiaries; no mineral claims can be made
without prior approval by the affected Cree First Nation. The Cree Nation Government will designate the
administrator responsible for the environmental and social protection regime on Category | Land.

Category II: Lands owned by the Québec Government, but in which hunting, fishing and trapping rights are
reserved for the Crees.

Category IlI: Some specific hunting and harvesting rights are reserved for the Crees, but any other rights
are shared subject to a joint regulatory scheme.

This Policy applies to any mining project regardless the category of land.

The JBNQA plays an instrumental role in the mining activities to be carried in Eeyou Istchee and has a direct
impact on important decisions to be taken. The rights and obligations contained therein are to be observed
by any mining proponent.

3.1.2 Environmental and Social Protection - Section 22

The social and environmental protection regime provided for in Section 22 of the JBNQA aims at minimizing
the negative impacts that development projects may have on the Crees, the rights of the Crees, and

Eeyou Istchee and at providing for remedial measures. The regime establishes several bodies that provide
recommendations to the Administrator who is responsible for the final decision. The recommendation
bodies play an important role in the environmental and social assessment of mining projects and will be
describe in greater detail in section 4.

Briefly the JBNQA provides for:

- The establishment of the James Bay Advisory Committee on the Environment (“JBACE”), the
Environmental and Social Impact Evaluating Committee (“COMEV”) and the Environmental and
Social Impact Review Committee (“COMEX”);

- A procedure whereby laws and regulations and land use regulations may be adopted to minimize
the negative impact of development in or affecting the Crees, the Eeyou Istchee territory and its wildlife;

- The protection of the hunting, fishing and trapping rights of the Cree established by Section 24 of the
JBNQA;

- The protection of the Crees, their economies and the wildlife resources upon which they depend;

- A special status and involvement of the Cree people over and above those provided for the general
public wherever necessary to protect the rights of the Native people through consultation or
representative mechanisms; and

- The right to develop in Eeyou Istchee.
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